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the neglect of those more general and comprehensive, and
therefore costly, uiensures which are imperatively demanded for
the lower and middle classes of its Indian subjects. There can
be no objection to the Government educating- the aristocracy of
the country, whom it has itself made; the upper ten thou-
sand, who have beneiifcteel so much under the fostering care
of the State. Let these now, however, pay for their own educa-
tion, as they well can do, and handsomely too. Government
has done its duty amply towards their. It has lavished its favors
on them; it has maintained High Schools and Colleges for their
general education, and has now founded Universities to afford the
means of attaining, and to confer the high distinctions accorded to,
riper Scholarship. It has done enough in all fairness, and may now,
having raised what we have called the upper ten thousand into
a position from which their means and their self-interest will
prevent their receding, it may safely withdraw by degrees,
in a large measure, from the support of so exclusive a system,
and devote its attention and educational funds to the millions.
These are to be reached through the Vernacular only. For with
all deference to the high authorities who have inveighed against
education by means of the Vernacular, we consider it a sine (^d
nan* If ever the millions of India are to be taught self-govern-
ment ; if ever they are to be imbued with the moral and social
principles of an enlightened civilization; and what is all impor-
tant in a religious point of view, if ever they are to be brought to
acknowledge the folly and wickedness of idolatry, and to accept the
doctrines and duties of the Christian faith, it must surely be
through the medium of their own mother tongue. And these are
among the ends of education, and may not be sacrificed, without; a
failure in duty, to the interested outcry for a superficial knowledge
of the English tongue, raised by those who have an eye to the
share of the loaves and fishes which such a knowledge is likely
to secure.

With these views we suggest the establishment of Vernacu-
lar Schools of a superior class at each of the centres of popula-
tion. It comports as much with the duty of Government to
give the inhabitants of the towns the chances and advantages of
a proper education as those of the rural villages. In these cen-
tres are accumulated as many inhabitants as we should find in?
any eighty or a hundred villages, and they are as badly off for
good schools as the latter, while the temptations and idleness
of a town life are more injurious and mischievous to town chil-
dren, than any thing that is to be found in the quiet and